
Substance use disorder (SUD) affects millions of individuals 
and presents unique clinical, ethical, and interpersonal 
challenges in dental practice. 

From the dental implications of “new” or novel opioids to 
"gas station drugs" to synthetic cannabinoids, and the 
emerging and concerning illicit use of licit medications, 
participants will explore evidence-based approaches to 
providing non-judgmental, trauma-informed, and effective 
dental care to this vulnerable population, which spans ages 8 
to 80.

This program provides dental professionals with the tools to 
recognize the oral and behavioral manifestations of SUD, 
manage treatment safely and compassionately, and navigate 
the complexities of care coordination, relapse risk, and 
stigma.

"Gas Station Drugs" and
New Illicit Uses For Licit Drugs – 

From Ages 8 to 80!

Thomas A. Viola, R.Ph., C.C.P 
609-504-9252

Tom@TomViola.com 
www.TomViola.com

“I Want a (Really) New Drug!” L e a r n i n g Ob j e c t i ve s :

Recognize the oral and systemic signs of common 
and not-so-common substances of misuse, including 
the illicit use of licit medications

Define substance use disorder (SUD) and describe its 
relevance to dental health and patient management

Understand legal, ethical, and documentation 
considerations when treating patients with 
known or suspected SUD

Identify the potential complications of SUD during 
dental treatment, including drug interactions, 
anesthesia risks, and infection concerns

Substance Use and Its Dental Considerations
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“Thank you for making me 
laugh AND learn!

Only YOU could make 
pharmacology THIS 

enjoyable...and useful!”

—C.L., Hinman Dental Meeting

Suggested Audience: Dentist, Dental Hygienist, Full Team
Suggested Format: Full or Partial Day; Lecture, Keynote, Webinar


